LIVING LANGUAGE

CHINESE
TO GO

Hundreds of Essential Words
and Phrases for Every Situation

COMMON GREETINGS

Hello./Good morning.

Ni hdo. (infml.)/
Nin hio. (fml.)/Zdo’an.

Good evening.

Ni hdo. (infml.)/Nin hio.

(fml.)/Winshang hio.
Good-bye. Zaijian.
Mrs., Ma’am taitai/farén (fml.)
Miss xidojié
Mr., Sir xiansheng

How are you?

Ni hdo ma? (infml.)/
Nin hdo ma? (fml.)

Fine, thanks. And you?

Hio, xiéxie. Ni ne?
(infml.)/
Hio, xiéxie. Nin ne? (fml.)

What is your name?

Ni jiao shénme mingzi?
(infml.)/Nin jido shénme
mingzi? (fml.)

My name is ...

W jido ...

Nice to meet you.

Hén gaoxing rénshi
ni/nin. (infml./fml.)

See you later.

Déng huir jian.

POLITE EXPRESSIONS

Please.

Qing.

Thank you.

Xiéxie.

Thank you very much.

Feichdng ginxie.

You’re welcome.

Biiyong kéqi./Biikéqi.

Yes. Shi.

No. Bu./Bushi.

Okay. Hio.

I’'m sorry. Duibugqi./Hén baogian.

Excuse me./Pardon me.

Duibugi.

Excuse me ...
(asking for directions, etc.)

Liojia ...

It doesn’t matter.

Bii yaojin.

Do you speak English?

Nin hui shué Yingyu/
Yingwén ma? (fml.)

I speak Chinese.

W6 shué Zhongwén.

Very little.

Yi didndidnr.

I don’t understand.

W4 bu mingbai.

I don’t speak Chinese
very well.

W6 shué Zhongwén shuo
de hén bu hio.

Please repeat it./
Please say it one more time.

Qing zai shud yi ci.

I don’t know.

W6 bu zhidao.

No problem.

NEEDS AND QUESTION WORDS

1 would like ...

Méiyou wenti./Méi wenti.

W xidng ...

I need/want ...

Wé yao ...

What would you like?

Nin yao shénme? (fml.)

Bring me ...

Gé&i wo ...

I’'m looking for ...

W zai zhio ...

I’'m hungry. W6 duzi ¢./W6 you didn
éle.

I'm thirsty. W6 hén k&/Ws kou Ke.

Its important. Zheé hén zhongyao.

Its urgent. Zhé hén jinji.

How? Zénme (yang)?/Zényang?

How much? Duoshio?

How many? Duoshio?/Ji ge ...?

Zhe shi shénme?

Shénme yang de ...?

Who? Shéi?
Where? Nar?/Nali?
When? Shénme shihou?

Zhe ge shi shénme yisi?

How do you say ... in Chinese?

... Zhongwén zénme
shuo?

AT THE AIRPORT

Where is ...

... zai ndr/ndli?

Hiiguan ...

Huzhao guinlichu ...

Xidnweénchu ...

Gongjiaoche ...
/Hudche ...

... baggage claim?

Chu xingli de difang ...

Is there public bus service
to the city?

You qu chéngli de
gongjiaoché ma?

... zai nar/nali?

... the international
departures?

Guéji chiirujing ...

Gudji daoda ...

... the taxis? Chazache ...

What is your nationality? Ni/Nin shi niguérén?
(infml./fml.)

Iam W6 shi ...

- American. .. Méiguérén.

Canadian. .. Jianadarén.

British.

.. Yingguoérén.

.. Irish.

.. Aiérldnrén.

. Scottish.

.. Stugélanrén.

.. Australian.

AT THE HOTEL

I would like a room...

.. Aozhourén.

W6 yao yi ge fangjian.

Yi ge rén.

With a shower?

Dai linyt ma?

With air conditioning?

Dai kongtido ma?

How much does it cost?

Duoshado qidn?

The bill, please.

Qing jiézhang.

AT THE RESTAURANT

Where can we find
a good restaurant?

Nali you hio de canguéin?

We’d like to go to
a(n) ... restaurant.

Woémeén xidng qu yi jia ...
de cangudin.

.. casual ... ... suibian ...

.. elegant ... .. gaoya ...

.. fast food ... .. kuai can ...
.. inexpensive ... .. pidnyi ...

.. seafood ... .. hai xian ...
. vegetarian ... .. sushi ...

A table for two.

Lidng wei.

May I have a menu, please?

Qing géi wo caidan.

The wine list, please.

Qing géi wd yi fén jitshii
danzi.

For two people. Lidng ge rén. appetizer xidocht
For one night. Yi tian. main course zhiicai
For two nights. Lidng tian. dessert tidndiin

Yi ge xingqi./Yi ge libai.

What would you like?

Nin yao shénme? (fml.)

Do you have a
another room?

Nin héi you bié de
fangjian ma? (fml.)

‘What would you like to order?

Qingwen nin yao diin
shénme cai? (fml.)

With a private bathroom?

Dai sirén xizaojian ma?

‘What would you like to drink?

Nin yao hé shénme? (fml.)

Can you recommend a good
wine?

Nin y6u shénme hio jiu

I would like a bottle of wine.

W xidng (yao) yi ping
jiu.

I would like a little more
bread.

W6 xidng (yao) zai ldi
yididnr mianbao.

I didn’t order this.

W6 méiydu jiao zhe ge.

That’s all, thanks.

Jiu zhé yang, xiéxie.

The check, please.

Qing jiézhang.

Is the tip included?

Zhé limian baokuo
xidoféi ma?

Cheers!

Ganbei!

To your health!

FOOD VOCABULARY

Zhu nin jiankang! (fml.)

meat rou
chicken jt

beef nidrou
pork zhirou
fish yi
shrimp xia
lobster Iongxia
soup tang
noodles miantido
dumpling jidozi
dim sum didnxin

bread mianbao

egg(s) jidan

cheese nailao/rilao

rice mifan/fan (cooked)

vegetable cai

lettuce shéngcai/woju

cabbage baoxincai/bdicai
(Chinese cabbage)

bok choy baicai

tomato fanqié

carrot hiiluébo

cucumber hudnggua

potato maélingshi

chili pepper lajiao

fruit shuigué

apple pinggué

orange juzi

banana xiangjiao

pear I

grape(s) pitdo

strawberry cdoméi

lychee/litchi lizht

prune ximéipi/ximéigan

lemon ningméng

grapefruit pitdoyou

watermelon xigua



DAYS AND MONTHS

September 22.

jit yue érshi ér hao.

Yesterday was Wednesday,
September 21.

Zuétian shi libai/xingqt
san jiu yue érshi yi hao.

Monday libai yi/xingqi yT Tomorrow is Friday, Mingtian shi libai/xingqt
Tuesday Iibai er/xingqt or September 23. wii jiti yue érshi san hao.
Wednesday libai san/xIngqi san
Thursday i ssingat s
Friday libai wii/xIngqT wii Where can I find ... Zai nar (wo) kéyi
Saturday libai liv/xingqf lin zhiodao ...
Sunday libai tian/xingqT tian .. a telephone? ... dianhua?
What day is today? Jintian shi libai/ -  fax machine? -+« chudnzhenji?

xingqT ji? ... an internet café? ... wingba?
January yi yué How do I call the W4 zénme di (dianhua)
February er yue United States? dao Méigug?
March san yué I need/want ... W yao ...
April si yue ... to send a fax. ... fa ge chudnzhen.
May wil yué ... to get on the internet/ ... shangwang.

beverage/drink yinliao E ... the museum of ... zirdn lishi béwuguan? E .. electronics? ... dianzi qgijian ... E 3 ba 23 érshi san
water shui , natural history? . .. computers? ... dianndo/dianzi . 9 i 30 sanshi
milk nitngi E ... an art museum? ... méishuguan? E jisuanji ... E 10 Jh’ o
juice guézhi E ... the zoo? ... dongwuyudan? E E $ l’ - s'i ! -
coffee kafei ! Where would you recommend  Nin jianyi wé qu nir kan ! ASKING DIRECTIONS ! 1 shi yT 50 wiishi
v ' thatI go to see interesting you qu de jianzhi fenggé? ' ] L R ! 12 shier 60  liushi
tea cha | ; 9 I Excuse me, where is... Ldojia, ... zai ndr? I
. s ! architecture? (fml.) i i 13 shisan 70  qishi
wine/alcohol jid ' Twould Tike W§ xidng ... ' .. the bus stop? .. gongché zhan ... ' WS % g_ o
i ' ; AP ! shi si ashi
beer ' P}.ll“ . ! ~to see a play. . kan xiji. ' ... the subway station? .. ditié zhan ... ' 5 e 50 iiont
soft drink/soda qishuf H to see a movie. .. kan dianying. i .. the restroom? .. xishoujian ... P Suwu Jiushi
garlic suantéu i .. t0 2o to a concert. .. qil yinyu¢hui. i .. the taxi stand? .. chiziché zhan ... ¢+ 16 shilin 100 yibdi
onion ydngcong E ~t0 go to the opera. .. qit kan géji. E .. the nearest bank? .. zui jin de yinhéng ... E 17 shi q1 1,000 yigian
soy sauce jiangyéu Tt go sightseeing. . qbh guanguang, ! ... the hotel? .. liigudn ... . 18 shiba 1,100  yigian yibi
salt yan ' ! To the right./Turn right. Wiing you zhuin. i 19 shi jit 2,000 lidngqian
pepper hijiao SHOPPING ¢ To the left./Turn left. Wiing zud zhuin. ' 20 ershi 10,000 yiwan
sugar ting : i\ Go straight ahead. Yizhi wiing qidn zou. U 91 arehivi N
hone fengmi ! Where is the best place to Midi ... qi ndr zui hdo? ! ) £ PPN g4 ! 21 ershi y1 100,000~ shiwan
Y g ! . ' It’s nearby. Zai fujin. ! O VN
Sk ! go shopping for ... ! ! 22 ershi ér 1,000,000  yibdaiwan
hot/cold ré/léng ' - ' Go back. Wiing huf qo. e P
L - I .. clothes? .yifu ... ! I
sweet/sour tidn/suan ' ot e ! mextto ... zii ... pangbianr. !
: .. food? - . s 11vu o : : TIME
' .. souvenirs? .. jinianpin ... ' '
UT ON THE TOWN ' fumiture jiaji ' NUMBERS 1 What time is it (now)? Xianzai jididn?
Which are the historic sights? Y6u nd xié mingshéng E fabric? .. fingzhipin ... E E It’s noon./It’s 12 p.m. Zhongwii shi ér didn.
guji? ' antiques? giiwd v 0 ling 4 si ' It's midnight/It’s 12 a.m. Banyé shi ér didn.
Where can I find ... Zai nir (wo) kéyi H - H oyt 5 wi Vo Itis 9:00 a.m. Zioshang jiui didn.
books? shii
zhiodao ... 1 L X " , PN N , T s s i
lern hualinas ! .. sporting goods? .. tiyu yongpin ... ! 2 er 6 lin ! Itis 1:00 p.m. Xiawili yT didn
... an art gallery?” ... hualang: ' ' 3 san 7 qu ' It is 3:00. Sandidn.
5:15 wi didn yi ke/ ' June liu yue ' ... a computer. ... dianndo/dianzi . I don’t know. W6 bu zhidao.
y p
wii didn shi wii E July qi yue E Jisuanjr. E I’ve injured my ... W shang dao ziji de ...
7:30 qi didn ban/qf didn ! August ba yué ! ... to send a package overnight. ... ji yi jiaji youjian. ! . head. .. téu.
sanshi ! R I . A
G Py i September jit yue i i ... neck. .. bézi.
’ ‘]"Vl !im s:fm’ev ! October shi yue ! EMERGENCIES AND SAFETY | .. back. .. béi.
jit didn sishi wi ! ! !
Now. Xiinzai. ' November shi yT yue ' Help! Jitt ming! ' .. arm. .. shoubi.
Later. Houlai. E December shi er yue E Fire! Shi hud le! E . le%t . ;:1;:0
' : 5 L ' ’ - : ! . . . .
Immediately. Mishang. ! What 1? the date today? Jmtfan shi i y'fe Ji hao? : Police! Jingcha! ; e .
Soon. B jiii. : Today is Thursday, Jintian shi libai/xinggr si ! I need a doctor! W3 yao yisheng! | .4,. ye(s). - yangjing.
| ' I I’ve been robbed.

go online.

Call an ambulance!

Jiao jiuhuche!

What happened?

Fashéng le shénme shi?

1/My wife/My husband/
My friend/Someone ...

Wo/W6 taitai/
W6 zhangfu/
W6 péngyou/You rén ...

.. am/is very sick.

... bing le.

.. am/is having a heart attack.

... XInzangbing taran
fazuo.

.. am/is choking.

.. giang zhu le.

.. am/is losing consciousness.

.. yin guo qu le./
.. shiqu zhijué le.

.. am/is about to vomit.

.. yao tu le.

.. am/is having a seizure.

.. hinshén chouchu.

.. am/is stuck.

. ki zhu le.

I can’t breathe.

W4 chuén bi guo qi.

I tripped and fell.

W4 ban le yi jido.

T cut myself.

W4 gié dao ziji le.

I drank too much.

W6 hé dé tai duo.

W6 béi rén qidng le.
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