LIVING LANGUAGE® &k




Hoan nglinh! Welcome to Living Language In-Flight Vietnamese. This
short and simple program is designed to give you just enough of the
basics that you’ll need to get by in Vietnamese. Just listen to the native
speakers of Vietnamese and repeat in the pauses. This short course is
easy to master, and once you’ve completed the program, you’ll be able
to speak and understand some basic Vietnamese. Let’s get started.

Pronunciation Guide

Tones
Level Low High High Low Low
(no mark) | Falling Rising Falling |Falling |Dropping
Rising Rising
4 ’ ~
ma ma ma ma ma ma
(ghost) (that, but) |[(cheek) (tomb) (horse) |(shoot of rice)
mo mo mé mo m& mo
(dream) (opaque) |(sleep talk) |(open) (fat) (aunt)
Vowels
Vowel Approximate English Sound Example
a Like a in father ma (ghost)
a Like a in tank xang (gasoline)
a Like o in lion mdm (tray)
e Like e in bell tem (stamp)
é Like ay in clay tén (name)
i Like 7 in idiot di (go)
) Like o in hop lo (worried)
9 Like o in hope c6 (Miss)
d Like u in blur md (dream)
u Like ue in blue xu (penny)
u Like u in blue, without rounding hu (out-of-order)

of the lips




Consonants

Consonants

b
c
ch

X

Approximate English Sound Example
Like b in bank ba (three)
Like ¢ in come co (Miss)
Like ch in church che (shield)

Like y in yes (South), or z in zoo (North) da (skin)

Like d in done
Like g in game
Like g in go
Like y in ves
Like k in king
Like / in [ie
Like m in moon
Like » in noon
Like ny in canyon
Like f'in film
Like qu in quick
Like 7 in run
Like s in sun
Like ¢ in tank
Like th in thin
Like v in victory
Like x in fext

di (go)

ga (train station)
ghe (sampan)
gian (cheating)
kim (needle)

la (yell)

ma (ghost)

no (full)

nho (grape)
phim (film)
qué (rural)

ra (go out)

sau (after)

to (big)

thu (autumn)
V6 (into)

xu (penny)

Lesson 1: Saying Hello

Chao ban! Hello!

Chao ban! Good morning!

Chao ban! Good day!

Chao ban! Good evening!

Ban c6 khoe khong? How are

you?
Khée. Fine.
Tét 1im. Great.

Binh thuéng. So-so.



Tén cua ban la gi?

What’s your name?
Téi tén la Lan. My name is Lan.

Téi tén la Thanh.
My name is Thanh.

Han hanh dwgc biét ban.

It’s nice to meet you.
Ong Thanh Mr. Thanh

Ba Nga Mrs. Nga

C6 Nga Miss Nga

Ong Sir

Ba Ma’am

Chao tam biét! Good-bye!

Hen gap lai! See you later!
Mong sém gip lai! See you soon!

Tam biét nhé! Good night!/
Good-bye!

Lesson 2: Basic Expressions

Cam 6n ban. Thank you.

CAm 6n ban nhiéu lim.
Thank you very much.

Khong c¢é chi. You're welcome.
Lam on. Please.

vang yes

khong no

Xin 16i. Excuse me.

Xin 16i. Pardon me.

Toi rat ti€c. I’m sorry.

Téi khong hiéu.

I don’t understand.

Téi néi tiéng Viét khéng gici lim.
I don’t speak Vietnamese.

Ban c6 néi tiéng Anh duée khong?
Do you speak English?

Téi khong noi dugc tieng Viét gici.
I don’t speak Vietnamese very well.
Lam 6n néi chim chim.

Speak slowly, please.

Lam 6n lap lai dum.

Repeat, please.

Lesson 3: Numbers

7€ ro 0  hai

mot 1 ba

2 bén 4
3 nam 5



sau 6  hai muéi 20  bay muéi 70
bay 7 hai muéi mot 21  tam mudi 80
tam 8 hai muéi hai 22 chin mudi 90
chin 9  hai mudéi ba 23 mot tram 100
muoi 10 hai muéi bon 24 mjt tram 1é mot 101
musi mot 11 hai miéi lim 25  mét trim 1é hai 102
muci hai 12 hai muéi sau 26  mottramléba 103
muci ba 13 hai muéi bay 27  hai trim 200
muéi bén 14 hai mudi tim 28  batrim 300
muéi lam 15 hai muéi chin 29  bén tram 400
muoi siu 16  ba mudi 30  niam trim 500
muci bay 17 bdn nuéi 40  mét ngan 1,000
mudi tim 18 nam muoi 50  mdt triéu 1,000,000
muéi chin 19 sau muoi 60

Lesson 4: At the Airport

O dau? Where? Téi ¢6 d phai khai béo.

I have something to declare.

Quan thué 6 dau?
Where is customs? LAy hanh Iy ¢ dau?

Kiém tra théone hanh 6 dau? Where is the baggage claim area?
iém tr ng han au?

Where is passport control? Tram may bay quéc t& khéi hanh

o 6 dau?
Ban ¢6 gi can phai khai bao

khong?

Do you have anything to declare?

Where are the international depar-

tures?

Tram may bay quéc té dén 6
dau?

Where are the international arrivals?

Tdi khong co gi phai khai bao.
I have nothing to declare.



Cong ba muwoi hai 6 dau?
Where is gate 32?

Ban théng tin huéng din ¢ dau?
Where is the Information Desk?

Vin phong tim d6 bi that lac 6
dau?

Where is the Lost and Found
Office?

Chb ddi tién ¢ dau?

Where is the Money Exchange?
Phong vé sinh 6 dau?

Where is the restroom?

Téi can.../Téi thich...

1 would like...

T6i cAn mua vé di Ha noi.

I"d like to buy a ticket to Hanoi.
Téi thich ngéi gin cuia so.

I’d like a window seat.

Téi thich ngéi gin hanh lang.
I’d like an aisle seat.

Day la vé 1én may bay cua
(6ng, ba).

Here is your boarding pass.

Chiic ban mot chuyén di vui vé!
Have a good trip!

Lesson 5: Getting Around

Cua ra ¢ dau?

Where is the exit?

Poén xe tde-xi 6 dau?

Where are the taxis?

Po6n xe buyt 6 dau?

Where is the bus?

Lam 6n dua t6i dén dia chi nay.
Take me to this address, please.
Bao nhiéu tién?

What is the fare?

Lam én dung lai 6 day.
Stop here, please.

Xe buyt nay c6 di dén diong Lé
Léi khong?

Does this bus go to Lé Loi Street?
Lam 6n cho t6i mét ban d6 cta
thanh pha.

A map of the city, please.

Lam 6n cho tdi mot ban dé cua
cac tuyén xe buyt.

A bus map, please.



Lesson 6: Asking Directions

Xin 16i, ¢6 phai day li...?

Excuse me, where is...?
Pi... Go...

Pi thing phia trudc.
Go straight ahead.

Di duong d6. Go that way.

Pi tro lai. Go back.
Queo... Turn...
Queo phai. Turn right.

Queo trai. Turn left.

Quay tré lai. Turn around.

O cudi duong.
At the end of the street.

o goc dudng. On the corner.

6] nga queo trai thu nhat.
The first left.

o) nga queo phai thu hai
The second right.

C6 gan khong? Is it near?

Cé6 xa khong? Is it far?

Ngay bén canh... Next to...
den giao théng the traffic light
dudng the street

nga tu the intersection

cong vién the park

tram xe buyt the bus stop
tram xe luia the train station

khach san the hotel

Lesson 7: At the Hotel

T6i muén thué phong.
I’d like to check in.
Téi cin mot phong.
I’d like a room.

Cho mét ngusi. For one person.
Cho hai nguéi. For two people.

Téi da dit phong trudc.
I have a reservation.



Cin bao nhié¢u dém?
For how many nights?

Mot dém. For one night.
Hai dém. For two nights.
Mot tuin. For one week.

Chia khoa caa ban day.

Here is your key.

Day la thé chia khoa mo cua.
Here is your key card.

C6 phong nao khac khong?

Do you have another room?

C6 phong tam riéng khong?
With a private bathroom?

C6 chd dé néi may tinh khong?
With a data port?

Cé phong nao im ling hén
khéng?
Is there a quieter room?

C6 phong nao rong hén khong?
Is there a larger room?

C6 phong tap thé duc khong?
Is there an exercise room?

C6 hd béi khong? Is there a pool?
Phong hop 6 dau?

Where is the conference room?
Lam sao dé géi fax?

How can I send a fax?

Nguoi gac ctia 6 dau?

Where is the concierge?

To6i muén tra phong.

I’d like to check out.

Lesson 8: Making Friends

Chao ban! Tén ban la gi?
Hello! What’s your name?
Ban tu dau dén?

Where are you from?

Téi tu New York dén.

I am from New York.

Téi ngéi day dwoe khong?
May I sit here?

Anh séng ¢ dau?
Where do you live?

Téi 6 Hoi an. I live in Hoi An.
DAy la ban t6i. This is my friend.
Pay la ban trai cua téi.

This is my boyfriend.

DAy la ban gai caa toi.

This is my girlfriend.



DAy la v§ caa tdi. This is my wife.
DAy la chéng cha tdi.

This is my husband.

Toi dang di cong tac.

I’m on a business trip.

Téi di du lich véi gia dinh.

I’'m traveling with my family.

Téi dang di nghi h¢ ¢ day.

We are on vacation here.

Ban c6 dén My chua?

Have you been to the United States?
Nuée ban dep Iim.

Your country is very beautiful.

Téi rt thich do 4n ¢ day.

I like the food here very much.

Ban c6 thich di xem phim khong?
Do you like to go to the movies?

Ban c6 thich nhay dim khong?
Do you like to dance?

Cung di nao! Let’s go!

T6i mudn gidi thiéu ban véi cac
ban cua toi.

I’d like you to meet my friends.
DAy la s¢ dién thoai cua toi.
Here is my telephone number.
S6 dién thoai ciia ban la gi?
What is your telephone number?

Téi dang 6 khach san Bong Sen.
I’'m staying at the Bong Sen hotel.

Téi nay minh gip nhau nhé!
Let’s get together in the evening!
Xin ghé tham téi! Please visit me!
Téi da du¢e huidng mot thoi gian
vui vé.

I had a wonderful time.

Lesson 9: At the Restaurant

Nha hang ngon 6 dau?
Where is a good restaurant?
Cho tdi mdt ban hai nguci.
Actable for two, please.

Cho hiit thuéc hay cAm hiit thuéc?

Smoking or nonsmoking?

Lam 6n cho xem thuc ddn.
The menu, please.

Lam én cho t6i xem cac loai rugu.
The wine list, please.

cac mon khai vi appetizers
moén an chinh main course
trang miéng dessert

rau tron salad

trai cay fruit



Téi mudn cé gi dé udng.

I would like something to drink.
Lam 6én cho t6i mét ly nudc.
A glass of water, please.

Lam 6n cho td6i mdt tach tra.
A cup of tea, please.

Lam on cho tdi ca phé sira.
Coffee with milk, please.

Lam on cho tdi bia. Beer, please.

C6 db in chay khéong?
Do you have a vegetarian dish?

C6 vay théi. That’s all.

Lam 6n tinh tién.
The check, please.

C6 tinh chung tién budt-boa
khong?
Is the tip included?

diém tdm breakfast

bua dn trda lunch

biia in tdi dinner

Chiic an ngon! Enjoy the meal!

Miing stic khoé ctia ban!
To your health!

Ngon qua! It’s delicious!

dia plate

nia fork

dao knife
mudng spoon
diia chopsticks
gidy lau miéng napkin
tach cup

ly glass

mot chai ruéu a bottle of wine
da cuc ice cubes
mudi salt

tiéu pepper
duong sugar
canh soup

rau tron salad
banh mi bread
bé butter

phé noodles
com rice

phé mai cheese
rau vegetables
thit ga chicken

thit heo pork



thit bo beef

T6i muén an thit bo tai.

I like the steak rare.

T6i mudn an thit bo tai chin.
I like the steak medium.

To6i mudn an thit bo chin.
I like the steak well-done.

nuoc trai cay juice

banh pie

kem ice cream

Lam 6n cho thém c4i nua.
Another, please.

Lam 6n cho thém. More, please.

Lam én dua cho téi...

Please pass the...
cay spicy
ngot sweet

chua sour

Lesson 10: Telling Time

Bay gio 1a miy gio?
What time is it?

truia noon

nuia dém midnight

Mt gié. It’s 1:00.

Hai gi6. It’s 2:00.

Ba gi¢ ba muéi phit. It’s 3:30.

Bén gic. It’s 4:00.

Nim gié bén lim phit. It’s 5:45.

Bay gio ba phit. It’s 7:03.
Phim bét d4u lic chin gioé ba
muiéi phut.

The movie starts at 9:30.

Xe Iia khéi hanh lic muéi mét
gi6 musi bay phut.
The train leaves at 11:17.

sang morning
chiéu afternoon
chang vang evening
toi night

hém nay today
ngay mai tomorrow
hom qua yesterday
bay gié now

lat nua later

ngay bay gié right away



Lesson 11: Money

tiéen money
dong piaster (local currency)
ngéan hang the bank

Ngén hang 6 dau?
Where is the bank?

Téi mudn d6i mdt trim do la.

I"d like to change a hundred dollars.

Héi xuat la bao nhiéu?
What is the exchange rate?
T6i mudn bac 1é.

I’d like that in small bills.
Lé phi la bao nhiéu?

What is the commission?

Lesson 12: Shopping

Cai d6 bao nhiéu tién?
How much does that cost?
Lam o6n ghi xuéng.
Write that, please.

M4y gi6 cuia hang mé cua?

At what time does the store open?

M4y gio ciia hang déng cua?

At what time does the store close?
(Ong, Ba) cin gi a?

What would you like?

(Ong, Ba) ¢é can giip dd gi
khéng?

Can [ help you?

To6i muén cai nay.

I would like this.

T6i cin cai nay. I need this.

T6i cAn mua pin.

I would like batteries.

Téi cAin mot cudn phim.

I need a roll of film.

Téi cin mot ban d6 thanh pho.
I’d like a map of the city.

Toi cAn xem buu thiép.

I’d like to see postcards.

Pay a. Here it is.

Cin gi niia khong a? Is that all?
Téi mudn tra bing tién mit.
I’d like to pay with cash.

T6i mudn tra bing thé tin dung.
I"d like to pay by credit card.



Téi c6 thé dit hang truc tuyén
khong?
Can I order this online?

ctia hang department store
quin 40 phu nii women’s clothes

40 choang, vy, 40 dim

blouse, skirt, dress
quin 40 dan éng men’s clothes
quan dai, 40 s6 mi, ca-vat

pants, shirt, tie

gidy, v6 shoes, socks
quin jean jeans

40 pull T-shirt

nha sach bookstore

tiém miéng banh
bakery

siéu thi supermarket
tiém thit butcher shop

ch¢g market

Lesson 13: Staying in Touch

dién thoai telephone

T6i cAn phai goi dién thoai.

I have to make a phone call.

Co dién thoai cong cdng nao ¢
day khong?

Is there a public phone here?
Téi dung dién thoai cAm tay cua
ban dwgc khong?

May I use your cell phone?
Lam 6n cho tbi biét s6?

What is the number, please?
Puong diy bi ban.

The line is busy.

fax fax
Téi can phai goi fax.
I need to send a fax.

Co fax nao goi cho tdi khong?
Is there a fax for me?

dién thu e-mail

May tinh ¢ dau?

Where is the computer?

T6i mudn géi mot dién thu.

I need to send an e-mail.

T6i 1én In-t6-nét dwoc khong?
Can I get on the Internet?



Ban c6 trang mang li6i web
khong?

Do you have a Web site?
Buu dién ¢ dau?

Where is the post office?

Lam én cho toi tem.

I’d like some stamps, please.

Cho mot la thu. For a letter.

Cho mét buu thiép.
For a postcard.

Buu phi bao nhiéu?
How much is the postage?

Pén My. To the United States.
bing may bay airmail

g6i cap tdc qua dém
overnight delivery

Lesson 14: At the Train Station

Lam 6n ban cho téi mot vé.
I would like a ticket, please.
Pén Pa ning. To Da nang.
Mt chiéu. One way.

Di va vé. Round-trip.

Hang nhit hay hang nhi?
First class or second class?

Cho téi xem théi khoa biéu duoc

khong?
May I have a schedule?

(o} tram nao?
Which platform?

Khi nao thi xe lia di?
When does the train leave?
Khi nio thi xe lia dén?
When does the train arrive?

Xe lua c6 ding gié khong?
Is the train on time?

Xe Ivia c6 toa dn c6m khong?

Is there a dining car?

Xe Ivia ¢6 toa giuoéng ngi khong?

Is there a sleeping car?

Lesson 15: Getting Help

Ban ¢6 thé giup toi khong?

Can you help me?

Téi bi mat hanh ly.
I’ve lost my baggage.



Téi bi mat vi. I’ve lost my wallet.

Téi bi mat gidy thong hanh.
I’ve lost my passport.

Toi bi tré xe lua.
I’ve missed my train.

Toi bi lac. I'm lost.

Cuu t6i! Help!

Canh sat! Police!

Téi bi ciép. I've been robbed.
Téi khong biét vé tbi ¢ dau.

I don’t know where my wife is.

Téi khong biét chong tdi 6 dau.

I don’t know where my husband is.

Téi khong biét con t6i 6 dau.
I don’t know where my child is.

Toi bi dau. I'm hurt.
Toi cin mot bac si.
I need a doctor.

Goi xe cuiu thuéng.
Call an ambulance.

Téi bi di ing véi pé-ni-xi-lin.

I’m allergic to penicillin.

Toi bi chong mat. I’'m dizzy.
T6i budn nén. I feel nauseous.
Tay t6i dau. My arm hurts.
Chan tdi dau. My leg hurts.

Piu tbi dau. My head hurts.

Lesson 16: Days and Months

Thu hai Monday
Thii ba Tuesday
Thu tu Wednesday
Thu nim Thursday
Thu siu Friday
Thu bay Saturday

Chua nhat Sunday

Thang mét January
Thang hai February
Thang ba March
Thang tu April
Thang nam May
Thang sau June
Thang bay July



Thang tam August
Thang chin September
Thang muoi October
Thang mudi mot November
Thang muoi hai December

Thu hai nay

tuin truée last week

this Monday

thang téi/thang sau next month
Vao ngay hai muéi Thang ba.
On March 20.

H6m nay la ngay may?

What is the date today?

Ngay hai muéi laim Thang tu.
It’s April 25.

Lesson 17: Going Out

Cho tdi biét di nha hang nao
ngon?

Can you recommend a restaurant?
Cho t6i biét di quan ca-phé nao
ngon?

Can you recommend a café?

C6 rap chiu béng nao gin day
khong?

Is there a movie theatre nearby?
C6 vién bao tang nio gan day
khéng?

Is there a museum nearby?

C6 quan nao tot gin day khong?
Is there a good bar nearby?

o) diy c6 nhung gi dang xem?
What are the tourist attractions?
Pi béi 6 dau?

Where can I go to swim?

Pi xe dap ¢ dau?

Where can I go to bike?

Chay bd 6 dau?

Where can I go to jog?

Pi nhay dim ¢ dau?

Where can I go to dance?



Lesson 18: Asking Questions
and Describing Things

O dau? Where?

Phong vé sinh ¢ dau?
Where is the restroom?

La gi? What?

Dia chi dién thu ban la gi?

What is your e-mail address?
Ai? Who?

Ai d6? Who is that?

Khi nae? When?

Khi nio may bay dén?
When does the flight arrive?

Lam sao? How?

Lam sao goi di My?

How do I dial the United States?

Bao nhiéu? How much?

Cai nay bao nhiéu tién?

How much does this cost?
16n/nho big/small
tot/xdu good/bad
dep/xau beautiful/ugly

nong/lanh hot/cold

cao/thap tall/short
map/dm fat/thin
cl/méi old/new
gia/tré old/young
vui/buén happy/sad
nhanh/chdm fast/slow
gin/xa near/far

do red

xanh dudéng blue

vang yellow

xanh 14 cdy green
cam orange

tim purple

den black

tring white

niu brown

Tuyét Iim! That’s great!
Té qua! That’s terrible!
Puge roi. Okay.

Téi khong biét. T don’t know.



Quan trong dé! It’s important! Vui vé nhé! Have fun!

Cén than! Be careful! Chiic may mdn! Good luck!

That brings us to the end of Living Language® In-Flight Vietnamese. If you
master just the words and expressions you’ve heard in this short survival
course, you'll be able to get by in Vietnamese. We wish you the best

of luck using all the Vietnamese that you’ve learned with us so far.

Chao tam biét!
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